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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost; July 21, 2019, Reformation Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV

Grace and peace to you from God our Father in heaven through our risen and 

living Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 How good is your eyesight? Can you imagine seeing a whole world previously 

unseen by anyone! This week I heard about a Dutch scientist who discovered a new 

world, unseen by anyone else, over 300 years ago! The Dutch scientist Antony van 

Leeuwenhoek described seeing thousands of colorful organisms moving around - 

dancing even -  in a droplet of water - so many that he could only marvel at the 

wonderful sight. All of this happened after he developed an early version of the 

microscope in the late 1600’s! Why he saw were living things, bacteria and protozoa 

swimming in a drop of water. he assured people that he brushed his teeth regularly, but 

he wrote in a letter, “all the people living in our United Netherlands are not as many as 

the living animals that I carry in my mouth this very day.” Are you getting hungry? 

Leeuwenhoek is known today as the father of microbiology. His invention looked more 

like a medieval torture device, but was so good for its time, that it took over a hundred 

years for any serious improvements to be made on the microscope. He was a pioneer 

of science, that took the industry and our world into uncharted territory.   

 Luther seminary professor Craig Koester writes that “A pioneer goes where 

others have not yet traveled, for the purpose of opening a way that others might follow.” 

We might think of those who set out to cross North America as pioneers in America, like 

Lewis and Clark, born about 100 years after Dr. Leeuwenhoek, mindful that they 

followed trails and met native inhabitants of the land that were there long before they 
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arrived. We could name the first people to settle in Las Vegas as pioneers - they built a 

city in the desert that continues to thrive over a hundred years after its founding. This 

weekend, we heard the stories of Apollo 11, and the first human beings to walk on the 

moon. They did what so many thought was impossible, and affected our reality in 

countless ways. 

 A true pioneer goes where no other has gone before, and makes a way. Jesus 

does that for us. The author of Hebrews calls Jesus the pioneer of of our salvation. The 

one through whom God created the world, who knows the pain and suffering of the 

world, has opened a way for us to be freed from death and suffering. This scripture is 

often read on the first Sunday of Christmas - so consider this Christmas in July. Why? 

Because it vividly portrays the meaning of what we call the incarnation. God has come 

to be with us, to know our suffering, entering into the fullness of what it means to be 

human. God - the Father who was spoken through the prophets, is not only speaking 

through the Son, but is present with us, has become one of us, and realizes the extent 

of the reality of our existence - joy, pain, love, shame, laughter, fear, life, grief, 

achievement, and struggle. Merry Christmas! 

 Yes, our lives are complicated. 

 Jesus knows that suffering continues, and yet promises freedom from suffering 

and death itself. On the cross Jesus bears the pain and shame we experience, and 

carries it for us. We still are afraid. We still face pain, trials, and the effects of the ways 

we fail to live in the peace Jesus brings. We still feel that - but Jesus has redeemed it - 

made new meaning of our sufferings. It’s still a part of life - but Jesus’ promise is that 

pain, death, and evil do not define us - they do not have the final say over who we are.  
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 Jesus is not ashamed of us. Jesus calls us His siblings, His family - we are His. 

Sometimes it’s hard to be siblings. It’s hard when the little brother gets what he wants 

just so the parents don’t have to hear the screaming. Like getting lemonade at 6:30 in 

the morning - when we don’t drink lemonade for breakfast. When I was 12, I didn’t want 

my little sisters hanging around. My best friend Hawk remembers sleeping on my couch 

as a teenager, and being awakened by my sister Chelsea, who was maybe three at the 

time, with her face and inch from his nose. We didn’t hang out at my house a lot. We 

can sometimes be ashamed of our siblings - who just want to tag along, to learn, to 

have fun, to see what the big kids are up to.  

 Jesus wasn’t above humanity, but was there, fully human, with the creation, and 

called us his siblings. “Here am I and the children God gave me.” He is our brother. We 

are his. Jesus never shies away from the reality of human existence. He eats with 

sinners and prostitutes, touches the unclean, heals lepers, and enters the house where 

his friend Lazarus has died. Jesus keeps it real. 100% real. Jesus is for us. Why would 

we ever try to act like we’re above Him? 

 Have you heard the term “holier than thou?”  

 The role of the priest in Israel, was one from the tribe of Levi, to be a person set 

apart for the sake of performing rituals, specifically, to handle sacrifices to God.  They 1

were the ones who discern the will of God for the people, they interpreted scripture in 

context, and were mediators of the presence of God among the people. They were the 

ones considered to be holier than others, able to approach the altar to make sacrifice on 

behalf of the community. Priests were the ones who could go where not just anyone 

 “Priests and Priesthood in the Hebrew Bible” Accessed at http://www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com/1

resource/priests.xhtml, 7/18/19.
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could. The author of Hebrews writes to explain that because Jesus knows us, is one of 

us, and is for us, He is the one able to liberate us from the pain and suffering we live in 

every day. “[Jesus became] like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 

atonement for the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17). Karoline Lewis writes that “Through 

Jesus' death, death itself, even the fear of death, will be destroyed.” 

 Death itself destroyed. 

 What then do we have? Life. Abundant life.  

 Jesus is the Word of Salvation. Jesus is for us. He is never ashamed of us, since 

he knows our struggles, our pain, our hate, our deep longing, and knows all that makes 

us afraid. When this world is difficult, and the weight of our sin is heavy, when we feel 

broken, when we are filled with pain, we can know we are not alone. Jesus has felt it all. 

Jesus has taken it all to the cross, and made a way for us to have abundant peace, joy, 

and love in this life, even when things seem impossible, and promises us eternal life 

with him in heaven.   

 Can you imagine what it must have been like, to look into a droplet of water and 

see thousands of living things? Or to see the earth from the window of that command 

module of the Apollo 11 rocket? Or to see the Pacific Ocean after crossing a continent? 

Or to see a modern town begin to take shape in the Mojave desert? When these 

projects began, it might have sounded ridiculous!  

 The Holy Spirit spoke to Simeon. He was righteous. He followed the law. He 

made his sacrifices at the temple, and he longed for the promise of God’s future. The 

Spirit told him he would live to see the Savior of the world. Day by day, he went on with 

�4



his life, doing what he knew to do. Then it finally happened. He met Jesus as a baby, 

when his parents brought him to the temple. he praised the Lord, knowing that what 

might have been unbelievable had come to pass. This was it! The Hope of the nation - 

the joy of the world! Jesus was in his arms! So he sang that song that we sing after we 

gather around this table and take the body and blood of Jesus into our hands. We 

receive God’s grace, like Simeon saw God’s promise kept. We are forgiven, fed, and 

sent to participate in the kin-dom, to be a part of God’s story too - and welcomed into 

abundant life. All of it is ours because He did all of this for us. Jesus is God’s Word of 

Salvation - the Word that helped create the earth, and the Grand Tetons, and the Las 

Vegas Valley - is the word that welcomes us into a new creation. Jesus is for us.   

 For ALL of us! 

 Let no one claim that there is anyone Jesus is NOT for - because this pioneer, 

this liberator is justice for the whole creation - the whole cosmos sings of the promises 

of God, and received mercy in the arms of the one who calls us siblings. No nation 

owns him, but ALL of them are HIS. No race can say they know better, because we are 

all one in Christ. No works, no wealth, no wisdom can earn God’s mercy, because the 

one who has secured these great gifts for us gives up every power he has been given 

when he dies on the cross, and take our pain and sickness, greed, hatred and 

selfishness down to the grave with him, and there even does away with the power of 

death itself.  

 Freed from the weight of a painful world, from all that is in us, we get to liberate 

and feed others. We get to feel the love that has bounds every one of us together from 

the beginning of time, and walk with one another as the priesthood of all believers in the 
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kin-dom as the family of faith. We get to be parents and siblings of the people of every 

race and nation, since Jesus calls us his own. 

 He has been there. He has done that. He has made a way for this world, which 

can seem so lost, so broken, so full of fear, and hate, and ignorance. In Christ Jesus, 

our brother, our liberator, our merciful and faithful high priest, everything has been made 

new. He didn’t come to save angels or to be served himself, he goes where no one else 

could go, to make a way, and he does it for us.  

Amen.  
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