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WELCOME
PRELUDE
LITANY OF PRAISE

We Plow the Fields

J. Schulz
(based on Psalm 126)

We come offering praise and glory to our great and glorious God
who has breathed new life into our dry and dusty souls,
giving us fresh hope and new enthusiasms for life and living;
We have each experienced times of loss and disappointment,
yet our trustworthy God has turned these sorrows and pains into times of hope
and expectation,
breathing new life and joy into all our actions;
Holy God, we pray that we may be good representatives and stewards of our
roles and responsibilities,
as we daily seek to live a faithful witness to you.
We hope that others may see and know, that you are a God who is worthy of
all honor and worship,
and that your faithfulness and mercy is available to all;
Renewing and restoring God, we rejoice in the new beginnings that you have
made possible for us through your generous and forgiving love;
and that past tears and regrets can stay in the past;
and that with your inspiration and encouragement, we may reap a harvest of
joy and peace,
as your name is honored and praised forever. Amen.
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year B, used with permission

SONG

Because of Your Love
Brenton Brown & Paul Baloche

Because of Your Love
As we come into Your presence
We remember ev'ry blessing
That You've poured out so freely from above
Lifting gratitude and praises
For compassion so amazing
Lord we've come to give You thanks
For all You've done
Refrain

Because of Your love we're forgiven
Because of Your love our hearts are clean
We lift You up with songs of freedom
Forever we're changed because of Your love
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God our Father,
your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness,
give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing
obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

VIDEO

What Are You Thankful For?

THE WORD
A Reading from Joel 2:21-27:
21Do not fear, O soil;
be glad and rejoice,
for the Lord has done great things!
22Do not fear, you animals of the field,
for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.
23O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
24The threshing floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
25I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.
26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the Lord your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

On Gratitude

Used with permission from enfleshed.com

To pause and give thanks
is to pay attention to the parts of living
that bring delight,
turn us from what destroys
and make life rich whatever else may also be.
This practice of intentional remembering
helps realign our perspective
with the whole truth of our lives.
When bitterness,
or fear,
or grief,
become the whole view,
gratitude points us to
the beauty-also
and the love-anyway
and the simple-pleasures that surround.
Our steady companions in life’s complexities.
We honor the Sacred,
we honor each other,
we honor the earth and our creaturely companions
when we remember this web of life that holds us.
All its terrors.
All its gifts.
Gratitude paired with denial
about all that calls for mending and repair
will not satisfy for long.

But gratitude that is alive to all that is,
a sibling of sorrow, cousin of rage,
so aware of the ache and the loss and injustice but still seeing cause to pray:
“thank you, thank you, thank you”
is to feast on the nourishment of God.
A Reading from 1 Timothy 2:1-7
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who
are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in
the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 6:25-33:
Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they?
27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span
of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,

29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like
one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not
worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What
will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE

HYMN

Pastor Jason Adams

Remember and Rejoice

Hymn #454

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

OFFERING
All that we have belongs to God, and we give faithfully in gratitude
for God’s abundance, as a practice of discipleship, and to serve
the needs of those around us. Our mission to bless and serve our
neighbors matters now more than ever.
You can give your
offering online to
our church
at www.livinghopelasvegas.org
Using the Vanco Mobile (simply giving) on your smart phone:
1. Download the free mobile app
from the App Store or Google
Play by searching for “Vanco
Mobile.”
2. Locate our church by ZIP code
(89104) or name
(currently Reformation).
3. Donate!

or by mail to:
Living Hope
580 E. Saint Louis Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERTORY

Count Your Blessings Medley

E. Excell

OFFERING PRAYER
Holy God,
the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen
to dwell among your creatures. Come among us now in these
gifts of bread and wine, and strengthen us to be your body
for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*LORD’S

PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Jason Adams

*BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for
service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you
today and always. Amen.

HYMN

How Marvelous God’s Greatness

Hymn #830

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

G. Elvey
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