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 Grace and peace to you from God our Father in heaven and God With Us, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 We all love an underdog story, don’t we? So many of the tales we tell include one 

who seems weaker gaining the upper hand, overthrowing the bully, the powerful leader, 

or the fierce warrior. Like David - that shepherd boy - Son of Jesse - who was faithful 

and brave enough to take on Goliath and bring a victory for God’s people. He’d go on to 

become the greatest King of Israel. Or Alexander Hamilton, who, if Lin-Manuel Miranda 

gets the sto ry straight, an immigrant kid, and gifted rapper, apparently, who helped to 

win the American Revolution, establish the first central bank and sow the seeds of the 

new Republic in which we live. Or Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary 

Jackson, African American women whose gifts for mathematics made possible the 

success of American crewed missions to space. Or like Peter Parker, for example. (I 

haven’t seen the new Spider-Man movie yet, so no spoilers here) He’s just a kid on a 

field trip with school, who happens to be transformed by the bite of a radioactive spider, 

and goes on to save the city over and over again, and then I guess breaks the universe 

as we know it wide open making the way for more Marvel movies? Not sure. 

 I think all of us want to see the unexpected. We want to know that the powerful 

cannot forever assert dominance over us all. We need to know a possibility exists of a 

better way, a new life, where oppression and fear do not win out. Welcome to Christmas  

this is the ultimate underdog story! 
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 Luke’s orderly account of the good news of Jesus begins in a particular time in 

history when ultimate power and rule resided with the the emperor in Rome. Caesar 

Augustus decided that all the world - those under his power, those subject to his every 

whim and rule - needed to be counted. Because of him, all the people, rich and poor 

had to go to the places of their birth to be counted. Joseph was born in Bethlehem, so 

that meant that the whole family and Mary, already ‘great with child’, had to pack up and 

move from Nazareth in the region of Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea. I know 

how just trying to get four kids moving in the same direction is nearly impossible, so it’s 

no surprise that Mary and Jospeh take a while to get there, and that the town would be 

full of visitors by the time they arrived.  

 Great artists and illustrators of children’s stories picture this holy family on the 

way to Bethlehem, and we can imagine the journey was difficult. They must have been 

weary by the time they made it to town, late at night, and finding no room available, had 

to setup in the barn. I remember driving from Iowa down to Georgia for my sister’s 

wedding with three kids, making our way into Nashville, we stayed at a pretty shady 

motel, but there were no animals there. That I know of. I guess you could stay in the 

stable if you really needed to, but would you want to have a child there? It’s not a good 

situation. But with little detail, Luke tells us that when the time came, Mary “gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth.” This is all well and good, that’s 

what you do, but then - the surprise here - she “laid him in a manger.” Having heard that 

this child would be the one to save His people, to cast the mighty down from their 

thrones and fill the hungry, and send the rich away empty, who would bring peace to the 
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world - it’s pretty surprising - and perhaps a great act of faith, that Mary would lay this 

special child - this king of all kings, in the trough where animals eat. 

 Mary knew. She knew, ok? Mary believed what the angel told her, that this Son of 

God would be the savior, so maybe she knew it didn’t matter where she laid him, or 

maybe it was that God’s light was already shining and no dirty food bowl could keep that 

love of God from flowing. There, in the stable, the ultimate and eternal power of the 

universe slept, swaddled in bands of cloth. And Mary rested.  

 Meanwhile, back in the fields, the shepherds kept watch. Joseph and Mary might 

have been worth counting in the emperor’s census, but these sheep watchers barely 

rated. They didn’t seem concerned with traveling anywhere, and they don’t amount to 

much. Terrified at the sight of the angel, these underdogs were the first to hear the 

“good news of great joy for all the people.” The Word has been fulfilled - the Messiah is 

born. The heavens rejoiced! “Glory to God in the highest heaven!” 

 All because of Him. 

 They are set on their journey to go and find the baby - to meet the promised 

savior, to leave the sheep behind to find the true shepherd there in the manger. The 

angel promised they would see him, and they should not be afraid. The word is true. 

God speaks promises to Mary, and the ones least likely usher the Savior into the world. 

The sheep herders give witness.  It all happens because of Him. 


 The Angel announced. Mary said yes. The decree went out. Joseph obeyed. 

 Jesus was born. And because of Him… 

  We know love. We are forgiven. We are freed to love others.  
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Jesus is the definition of an underdog. That’s why it’s the greatest story ever told - Jesus 

does what we could never do, becomes for us what we could not be. Mary’s son laying 

in that food trough is more powerful than the emperor, than the angels, than any power 

that would oppress or hold the people captive. He brings salvation, and creates the 

possibility of life redeemed and renewed relationship with the source of all life and love 

and hope and joy and peace.  

 Because of Him, we are welcomed in a new way of seeing the world, of being 

humanity, of living in community, or believing in what is possible and get to proclaim that 

what we see and know and experience is not the totality of our nature. Death and 

disease and division will not rule over us. This Son of God is Lord and Savior of us all, 

not because of anything we have done to deserve it, but because of who God is. The 

love of God that lived in Mary came into the world in the most humble place of all, in a 

stable, in a meaningless town in the middle of nowhere. And the news went out to the 

fields and pastures, to where the sheep were sleeping and grazing. And the whole world 

would come to see this baby born. Our reality has been transformed.  

 Christmas for us is not merely a season of giving and shopping and family and 

food and music. This story of the birth of the Son of God is the reminder of who we are, 

because of Him. Christmas is the renewing of the promise of what we are made for, of 

the promises God continues to make to us and through us, to the calling we have to 

love and live to serve, since all of us - who were like those shepherds, unworthy, 

uncounted, unnamed, are now welcomed into God’s embrace. Whether you were born 

in a barn, or a small town, or a big city, you are counted by God. Whether you are poor 
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or rich, or young or old or powerful, or afraid, or lost or found, you are one through 

whom God can work too - because of him - you are.  

 Christmas reminds us that we are not alone, because God has chosen to come 

into the world, not as we might have thought - not as the powerful, the wealthy, or the 

conquering warrior, but as the weak, as the needy, as the unwashed and unwelcome 

baby in a manger. God lays there for the world to come and see.  

 And now, God is with us. Mary’s child has made each one of us children of the 

Most High. That’s powerful. That’s world changing. So we can be underdogs too. 

Because of Him, we can know that our selfishness, fear, and frailty are all taken at the 

foot of a cross. Because of Him we are freed from having to account for all our deeds 

good or bad, and freed to work for the sake of our neighbors, those nearest to us, and 

those whom God places into our stories. We are welcomed to welcome others and to 

serve and share with our neighbors, to make room in our hearts for love for those who 

might seem different than us, to speak truth to power, to work for change, and to carry 

the good news of the Savior everywhere we go. 

Jesus is born. Because of him, I am, you are, we all are made new.  

Amen. 
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