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Grace and peace to you from God our Father in heaven, and our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen.  

 Everybody loves a parade! We were at the Saint Patricks Day parade in 

Henderson last month, and the kids will always go to a parade - no matter the occasion 

- PRIDE, MLK, Helldorado - I heard we don’t call it that anymore - It’s the Las Vegas 

Days Parade. Doesn’t matter - as long as there are folks handing out candy. That’s the 

good stuff. That’s the reason to show up. At these events, I love seeing the marching 

bands, the local celebrities, the local organizations, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, even the 

Las Vegas Jedis - they’re cool. But especially in the fall, though it’s really all year round, 

you gotta sit through all the folks running for office, passing out stickers and flyers and 

buttons with their faces on it. I guess it’s fine, but it’s not like we’re able to have a 

conversation, or share ideas on issues that matter - it’s a big show. And they rarely bring 

the good candy. Just a word of advice if you’re running for office - candy bars - not that 

hard, is it? It’s a spectacle - they know the people are all going to be there, so they 

come out and get some face time - if you can pick them out of the crowd - or roll down 

the street waving in their sports cars or classic hot rods to get some attention.  

 I’m sure they mean well. They’re making the effort. Will they be good leaders? 

We just don’t know. We need more information. When it comes time to decide who we 

will vote for, will we base the decision on who had the best can coozie, stress ball, 

sticker or button? How can we know what they will do once they have power?   
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 I can imagine the people there in Jerusalem, gathering for the Passover holiday, 

when the news begins to spread, that a crowd is forming at the edge of the city, and 

Jesus and his followers show up en masse, with Jesus on the back of a donkey. They 

run out to greet him. Like Buddy the Elf hearing that Santa is coming, they’ll shout, “I 

know that guy!” They’ll run out to see him and the parade, and the apostles will be 

tossing out bags of skittles. (No, that’s not right.) 

 The faithful run out to meet the one sitting on a donkey’s colt, because they get 

the meaning. This is the once the prophet Zechariah told them about:  

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zech. 9:9) 

 Jesus is sending a message about who he is. He is the one in control. John 

reports that he went and got the donkey himself. Maybe the people get the reference, 

but do they understand his purpose? They shout out loud, “Hosanna!” Save us! They 

have their own expectations: this messiah should be the one to save them from the 

empire? Foreign invaders? The religious rulers? What about from their sins and from 

themselves? That’s probably not what they had in mind. As we finish reading the Gospel 

of John through the next couple weeks, we’ll continue to remember where we began: 

“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.” 
(John 1:9-11) 

 These people want the candy. Don’t we all. They want the good stuff. They want 

the warrior king, the one with such power that even can bring the dead back to life. That 

will send the guards, and the governors, and the emperor running. Yeah, they had heard 
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about Lazarus. The word was out. John tells this story right after the incident with Jesus’ 

friend Lazarus being called out of the tomb. The religious leaders were worried, they 

were plotting to kill Lazarus too.  

 But the people loved it - they were losing their minds and waving palm branches - 

a symbol of peace and welcoming Jesus in. The closest things we have in our time to a 

spectacle like this might be after the Super Bowl, or the Word Series, when the winning 

team takes to the streets to the cheers of the crowds. I never did get to attend one of 

those. We’ve seen the news footage of celebration in the streets after the end of World 

War Two. The people rejoiced that their families would be reunited, that the allies were 

victorious - the good guys won! - and the war was over. The people rejoiced and knew 

that the years to come would be secure, and better than those difficult ones they had 

lived through.  

 Author Debie Thomas writes  that event is much more a protest than a parade. 1

She reflects on the work of John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg’s work The Last 

Week: What the Bible Really Teaches About Jesus’ Last Week in Jerusalem - noting 

that on the other side of town, Pontius Pilate and his security force were also entering 

the city. With armed stallions, chariots, and a great show of force, they came from his 

home on the sea to keep order during the festival. Jesus’ procession stands in contrast 

to the military forces entering the city. 

 What kind of king will Jesus be? Listen to the next verse:  

“He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the bat-
tle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall 
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.” (Zech. 9:10) 

 Thomas, Debie, “Parade or Protest?“ posted 3/18/18 and accessed 4/9/22 at https://www.journeywith1 -
jesus.net/essays/1708-parade-or-protest
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 This ruler, the one riding on the donkey, will rule with grace, welcoming even 

these ones who don’t understand, forgiving the ones that deride him, and rising to 

conquer death itself. Jesus isn’t debating who would be a better prefect for Jerusalem, 

or taking a shot at the emperor. He’s ending all the empires. The debate is between war 

and violence, the way of the world and the powers that be, and peace and humility, 

service and sacrifice. Jesus will let love rule.  

 Jesus is the one who brings peace that lasts, who ends wars all together, the 

“King of Israel” who is Lord and shepherd of all the nations. But he’s not tossing candy, 

no buttons for his supporters, he’s got no hand held fans or t-shirts, not even chucking 

cheap promotional items to the crowd. He’s not running a campaign at all. Jesus is 

going to Jerusalem to bring peace, but the cost will be his own body, his own life. 

 Like the Greeks that run to meet Phillip and Andrew, we want to to see Jesus. but 

it’s impossible for us on our own. We see the candy. The accolades, the power, the 

titles, and we want that too. We so often want to be right, we want to think we know it 

all, and we want control for ourselves. We want to align ourselves with the powerful, and 

the winning team, to have glory. 

 But Jesus seeks something else. Jesus, God made flesh, the name above all 

names, is going to be lifted up, so that God may be glorified. He has true power, the 

power to give his own life for the life of the world. The people shout Hosanna! Save Us! 

And He will.   

 If we truly want to see the savior that will fulfill all our needs, feed, us, heal us, 

and save us, we have to be ready to go with him to the cross. There is where we will 

see who Jesus really is. In the quiet moments, when we pray, in the places where we 
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serve others and are served, where we show up and welcome new friends into worship, 

as we uphold those in need, and trust in God to provide, we will see love rule. As we 

enter this Holy Week and hear the story of his crucifixion and death, I pray that we will 

all see the one that proclaims peace in times of war, and gives everything for the sake 

of the world that refuses to see him in one another.  

Amen. 

	 	 5


