Living Hope Lutheran Church
The Heart of Christ in the Heart of the City
Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 15, 2022 9:00am

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Pastor Matt Metevelis

Raise the Sacred Strain

Alexander Schreiner

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*OPENING HYMN

This Joyful Eastertide

Hymn #391

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

*PRAYER

OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of All Creation,
In our baptism you have called us to make you known wherever we
go. Give us the words, the deeds, the courage, and the hearts full of
joy and hope to reveal you to our neighbors. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

Festival Toccata on "St. Anne”

Frederick Swann

THE WORD
A Reading from Acts 17:16-31:
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to
see that the city was full of idols. 17So he argued in the synagogue with the
Jews and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace every day with
those who happened to be there. 18Also some Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers debated with him. Some said, "What does this babbler want to
say?" Others said, "He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities." (This
was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the
resurrection.) 19So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and
asked him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are
presenting? 20It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know what
it means." 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would
spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new.
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see
how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them
an altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him — though indeed he is not
far from each one of us. 28For 'In him we live and move and have our
being'; as even some of your own poets have said,
'For we too are his offspring.'
29Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John 1: 14-18
Glory to you, O Lord.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John
testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's
heart, who has made him known.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“I Got Here First”

*HYMN

All Who Love and Serve Your City

OF THE DAY

Pastor Matt Metevelis

Hymn #724

*APOSTLES

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
We share a sign of the peace of Christ!
Shake a hand with a neighbor if you and they are comfortable.
Post an emoji or comment online as we are reconciled before God!

OUR OFFERING
All that we have belongs to God, and we give faithfully in gratitude for
God’s abundance, as a practice of discipleship, and to serve the needs of
those around us. Our mission to bless and serve our neighbors matters now
more than ever.
You can give your
offering online to
our church
at www.livinghopelasvegas.org
Using the Vanco Mobile (simply
giving) on your smart phone:
1. Download the free mobile app
from the App Store or Google Play
by searching for “Vanco Mobile.”
2. Locate our church by ZIP code
(89104) or name.
3. Donate!

or by mail to:
Living Hope
580 E. Saint Louis Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERTORY

Improvisation on “Giver"

Richard Wilson

*OFFERING PRAYER

P
C

Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

*PREFACE

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*WORDS

P

OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed…

*LORD'S

PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
You may come forward as directed by the ushers, receive bread, and take a
cup with either sparkling wine (in the round tray) or white grape juice (in the
rectangular tray) and return to your seat.

COMMUNION HYMN

Let Us Break Bread Together

Hymn #471

*SONG AFTER COMMUNION

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Matt Metevelis

*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor, and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

*SENDING

HYMN

I Love To Tell the Story

Hymn #661

*SENDING
Go in peace. Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Prince of Denmark's March

Jeremiah Clarke

Preaching today: Pastor Matt Metevelis
Music: Richard Wilson
Communion Assistants: Helen Smith & Eileen Ward

Next Sunday:
May 22nd
Philippians 1:1-18a
Partnership in the Gospel
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Living Hope Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
www.reconcilingworks.org

Last Week’s Worship Attendance:
In person: 46
Online Streaming Views: 82
PRAYERS
Please remember in prayer: Family of Shelly Palestis, Han Stover, Vinny,
Tammy’s sister Terry, Maria Aumont, Tony Wiemer, Maxine Harju’s sister
Chris, Christy Lyn Gamber and her father Eldon, Pastor Marta’s niece
Rachel and family, Debby and Kelly Dailey, Helen Smith’s husband Bruce
and nephew Stephen, Donna Delancy Spierer, The Windes Family, Sara
Siller, Morris Young, Stephen Sappington, Pete Geloff, Pat Ward, Jeremy
Filer, Peggy & Wendell Edwards, refugees and all affected by the war in
Ukraine.

🙏
Sunday Bible Study
Today, we’ll continue our study on the revealing
of the Christ in the Hebrew Bible. Join us for
‘The Christ Key’ in Barnes Hall Sundays after
worship.
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6 - Scott Welch
10 - Susan Fohs
11 - Scott Toreshko
15 - Debbie Schultz
17 - Neal Orabka
18 - Jordyn Jackson
29 - Paul Hansen

Ha y
A iversary!
1 - Ron & Penny Hovick
22 - Tammy & Andy Windes
30 - Linda & Cal Potter

